
   Telegraph Newspaper 
 “date of birth to track progress of different age groups within a class, 
 and postcode to track how different datasets based on address affect results”

5 years’ worth of data (2008-2012) from the NPD 
were released including children's sensitive 
personal data, SEN and FSM indicators, ethnicity 
and language. 

These identifying and sensitive items, or 
identifying data items were matched at individual 
pupil level with census data for KS2, KS4 and KS5 
attainment datasets before individual level release. 

There is no clear legal basis for passing journalists 
individual level, sensitive data: 

“At the time of this request (February 2013) we did 
not require the requestor to inform us of the 
conditions for processing that they relied on.” 
Department for Education (click to view original FOI) 

 

Tier  2:  pupil level,  identifying and sensitive  
(“downgraded” from original Tier 1 request) 
From: February 2013 “for as long as possible”  

Risk: No small numbers suppression 
“There is no suppression applied to data extracts  
from the NPD before release These include that no  
individual will be identified in published data. The  
Daily Telegraph requested pupil-level data and so  
suppression was not applicable.” (click to view FOI) 

Download original requests :  
1. Data application February 2013 .pdf [download]  
2. Letter : assurance that the Telegraph will not  
*publish* identifying data .pdf [download] but the  
onus is given to them because the data they  
*receive* is identifying 

           

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/pupil_data_sensitive_data_releas#comment-69968
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/pupil_data_sensitive_data_releas#comment-69968
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/293030/response/723407/attach/3/Daily%20Telegraph.pdf
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/293030/response/738135/attach/2/Annex.pdf
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/pupil_data_sensitive_data_releas#comment-69968
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/pupil_data_sensitive_data_releas#comment-69968
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/293030/response/723407/attach/3/Daily%20Telegraph.pdf
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/293030/response/738135/attach/2/Annex.pdf

